
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRUST FUND DIRECTORY – July 2007 
Provided in this booklet is a selection of the more general trust funds that offer 
additional financial support for families caring for children/young adults with a 
disability.  
 

Trust/Benevolent Funds 
There are a wide array of Trusts/Grants that give help to people for various reasons, 
from possessing a specific surname, to having an individual or family connection to a 
certain trade/occupation, age, ethnicity, social class, living in a certain geographical 
region or from having a specific illness or disability impairment.   
 
Trust Funds may fund ”non-essentials” that aren’t normally provided by statutory 
agencies such as holidays, or something that is for a specific need, such as domestic 
appliances, computers, specially adapted play equipment or mobility aids.  Different 
eligibility criteria apply for each Trust, so please contact them directly or through a 
third party, such as social work, health visitor or a Citizen Advice Bureau worker.  
The application process detailed below will indicate whether individuals or a third 
party should apply.  We suggest that you apply to all that seem relevant because it is 
rare that one funding body will provide for all requests.   
 
This is not an exhaustive list of Trust Funds – we have selected the ones that we feel 
are of most relevance to children and young people. We now have access online to 
the Directory of Social Change, so do contact us if you would like us to do a further 
check to see if there are other local or national Trust Funds that may be able to offer 
you additional help. We have copies of a number of the application forms listed in 
this Factsheet, so give us a call and we may be able to send you a Trust Fund 
application form direct.  
 
THIS PUBLICATION IS AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT 
FORMAT.  
 



A 
 
Ability Net – For additional sources of help with specialist equipment or with course fees for 
those in full-time school, Further or Higher education, contact AbilityNet Helpline service on 
0800 269 545 (Mon- Fri 10-12pm and 2-4pm) where advisers can provide information on further 
Trust Funds.   

The Act Foundation – can provide grants up to £10,000 for disabled people or carers of children/or 
young people with a disability. Will provide larger grants to charitable organisations providing 
services to disabled people. The Act Foundation will also fund residential respite breaks for the 
disabled person and mobility equipment to aid independence such as wheelchairs. The website 
clearly states the types of things that they will fund.     
 
Applications: by the disabled person, their parent/carer or professional agency. Phone for an 
application form or download from the website. All applications will be acknowledged within a 
week of their receipt. All acceptable applications will be assessed and further information may be 
requested such as a supporting statement from a medical professional to confirm the individual’s 
disability.  In some cases, a personal visit to the claimant may be organised. If the application is for 
an emergency, you may request a faster timescale and the Foundation will do their best to assist.  
· The Grants Officer, The ACT Foundation, The Gatehouse, 2 Park Street, Windsor, Berkshire 

SL4 1LU  Tel: 01753 753900�
Email: info@theactfoundation.co.uk 
Website: www.theactfoundation.co.uk 

 
The Aidis Trust 
The Aidis Trust will provide computer communication equipment to people with physical, sensory 
or communication difficulties from age 5yrs and above. They will deliver the equipment to your 
own home and set it up and provide technical advice support on the number listed below. The Trust 
will fund the cost of the equipment through fundraising appeals for those with no verbal 
communication or who are in financial hardship. Aidis provide all applicants with a free assessment 
of their child/young person, or their own communication needs, and cover the Scotland area on a 6-
8 week basis.      
Applications: in writing by individual, family member or by a third party. Applicants must write to 
the Trust, and thereafter will be sent an application form and an assessor from Aidis will arrange to 
meet individual or family to assess their communication equipment needs.  
· Aidis Trust, 3 Gunthorpe Street, London, E1 7RQ Tel: 0207 4262130  

Helpline: 0845 1203719 
 
Aldridge Charitable Trust  - Provide one-off grants in the range of £100-£2000 for computers, 
wheelchairs or special baths for young people under 21 who are physically or mentally disabled.     
Applications: application forms available from the address below and can be made either directly by 
the individual or through a third party such as a social worker.  
· Edward Aldridge, Silca House, 3234 Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7EB 

Tel: 08444 125101 - (Choose option 1, then Option 2 to be put through to the London Office, 
who are responsible for administrating the grant). 

 
 

 

 



Association of Charity Offices (ACO)  

Run a help-line service for individuals in need, their advisors and supporters and with the relevant 
information provided can link individuals to appropriate Trust and Benevolent Funds. Officers 
require full details of family background, career and work history including past and present 
membership of trade unions, professional associations and health problems.   
· Association of Charity Officers, Five Ways, 57-59 Hatfield Road, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, 

EN6 1HF     Help-line service 01707 651 777 (Mon – Friday 10am-4pm)  
Email: helpline@aco.uk.net, Website: www.aco.uk.net.    

Also administered by the Association of Charity Offices is.   
www.joblinks.org.uk - a searchable database providing details on funds which can help people in 
financial need access grants, allowances, debt counselling, housing as well as information and 
advice on a range of issues.   
 
The Atlee Foundation – Provide one-off grants up to £100 towards travelling costs for the 
individual requiring therapeutic or rehabilitative therapy or medical treatment, or for parents 
visiting sick or disabled children in hospital.     
Application: to be made by a third party such as a social worker, C.A.B or welfare agency to 
which the cheque will be payable on behalf of the individual. An SAE must be enclosed.  
Helena Holt, Attlee House, 28 Commercial Street, London, E1 6LR Tel: 0207 3775836, Email: 
info@attlee.org.uk, website: www.attlee.org.uk 

 
B 
 
Barclaycard Horizon’s Children’s Fund – provide grants to assist lone parents in need with the 
cost of children’s school uniforms, school trips and day trips. The maximum award per family is 
usually £200. 
Application: to be submitted by a professional worker. Phone for an application or download from 
website (www.fwa.org.uk/Grants.html). The supporting statement will be forwarded to the grants 
panel, which meet on a regular basis, and the referring agency will be informed of a decision within 
10 working days of receiving all the required information. Grants will be made payable to the 
referring agency.  
· Grants Service, Welfare Association, 501-505 Kingsland Road, London  E8 4AU 
Tel: 0207 254 6251 (2-4pm) Tues, Wed, Thursday 
Email: grants.enquiry@fwa.org.uk  
Website: www.fwa.org.uk 
 
Barclaycard Horizon Education Fund – Provide grants to support lone parents with the additional 
cost of their own education, such as books, equipment, travel, childcare and fees. The maximum 
grant is £200 per family.  
Application: by individuals. To confirm eligibility as a lone parent and to identify other educational 
grants that you may be entitled to, applicants must complete a short online enquiry form.   Go to 
www.fwa.org.uk/horizons.html 
 
 
 
 



The Birchington Convalescent Benefit Fund – Provides one-off grants of £200 for children 
under 18yrs who are chronically ill or recovering from surgery or long-term illness to help 
children and their families go on holiday who might otherwise not be able to afford to do so.  
Application: to be made through a third party such as a health or social care professional to the 
correspondent below. Simple one-page application form. Decisions regarding payments are 
usually made in Feb, April and June.  
· Rev Michael Locke, Church Society, Dean Wace House, 16 Rosslyn Road, Watford, WD18 

ONY, Tel: 01923 235111Website: www.churchsociety.org. 
 
Birth Defects Foundation Newlife and Family Grants Service  
Provide grants for families with a child/ren under 18yrs who have a disability relating to a genetic 
disorder and can help to buy special equipment, for example, bed, specialist flooring, storage for 
specialist equipment, replacement clothing or bedding if the damage is as a result of the child’s 
condition. Will also provide help with specialist equipment normally provided by statutory 
agencies if there is a lengthy delay resulting in deterioration in the child’s condition.  
Application: request and complete the official form and post your application to the address below 
or complete and submit online.  A health or social welfare professional must complete the 
professional report section of the application form.  
· BDF Newlife, Hemlock Way, Cannock, Staffordshire, WS11 7GF. Tel: 01543 468888, Email: 

info@bdfnewlife.co.uk  
Website: www.bdfnewlife.co.uk 

 
The British Association of Health Services in Higher Education Student Disability Assistance 
Fund - Helps students over the age of 18yrs studying in higher education (degree level) on a full-
time basis whose studies are disadvantaged by disability or illness. The maximum award given is 
£500 and can be used to help with computers, software, special seating, books, travel etc.  
Applications: can be submitted directly by the individual or by a relevant third party, for example 
RNIB, RNID and social worker. Completed applications are considered 3 times a year in March, 
June and November and must be supported by a doctor and tutor at the University.  
· Sandra Furmston, Administrative Secretary, BAHSE Office, 35 Hazelwood Road, Bush Hill 

Park, Enfield, EN1 1JG.  
Tel: 0208 482 2412,  
Email: S.Furmston@mdx.ac.uk Website: www.bahse.demon.co.uk 

 
The Buttle Trust  -  Child Support Grant Scheme - Provides one-off grants to children/young 
people under 21yrs who are living with one parent or relatives other than their parents. Grants are 
given for clothes, bedding, essential furniture and household equipment. The trust can also assist 
with fees for state and independent boarding schools or independent day schools if child’s 
educational needs cannot be met within the state system.  

Application: Apply in writing through a statutory agency or voluntary organisation that is capable 
of assessing the needs of the child and to administer a grant on behalf of the Trust. Eligible 
applicants will be sent an application form, with applications being considered monthly. 
Application forms can be obtained from: 

· The Buttle Trust, P.O. Box 5075, Glasgow, G78 4WA, Tel/Fax: 01505 850437 Email: 
Scotland@buttletrust.org   

 
 

 

 



The Buttle Trust  - School Fees Grant Scheme  - provides grants to assist with fees for state and 
independent boarding schools or independent day schools if the child’s educational needs cannot 
be met within the state system.  

Application: Apply in writing through a statutory agency or voluntary organisation that is capable 
of assessing the needs of the child and to administer a grant on behalf of the Trust. Eligible 
applicants will be sent an application form, which are considered monthly. Application forms and 
further information on eligibility can be obtained from:  

· The Buttle Trust, P.O. Box 5075, Glasgow, G78 4WA, Tel/Fax: 01505 850437 Email: 
Scotland@buttletrust.org   

 
C 
 
CALL Centre  – Offers free loans of specialist equipment for communication and learning for the 
use of individual disabled people throughout Scotland.   
Equipment loans are made to individual users, usually through professionals in schools, health care 
or social work for a period up to 2 months to allow for assessment of a device or system, and to try 
a few different options before purchase.  
· The University of Edinburgh, Moray House School of Education, Paterson’s Land, Holyrood 

Road, Edinburgh, EH8 8AQ Tel: 0131 651 6235/6236 
Email: call.centre@ed.ac.uk 
Website: www.callcentrescotland.org.uk 

Caring for Kids – Radio Tay Charity Auction Trust  – provide grants ranging from £35 - 
£5,000 for children up to19years old living in Tayside, Angus, Perth and North East Fife. 
Individuals may apply for clothes, holidays, medical equipment and bedding. Groups can apply 
for toys, playground equipment, cost of running day trips, and expenses.  Application: by 
individuals or professionals. Staff at The 101 Project, based in Dundee and run by OPFS, can help 
individuals living in the Dundee area to fill in the application form. Contact Maggie Costello on 
01382 501972 for more details. However, a signature supporting the application is required by a 
teacher, health professional or social worker. Applications are sent out in December and cheques 
issued in March.   
· Caring for Kids, 6 North Isla Street, Dundee, DD3 7JQ, Tel: 01382 423 263 
 
Caudwell Charity – Grants given to children under 19yrs with an illness, special need or 
disability.  Will fund specific items such as specialist equipment e.g. wheelchair, or medical 
treatment or therapy, and holidays only for terminally ill children.  
Application: Applicant advised to contact Trust initially for advice about suitability of application. 
Application process consists of 2 different forms that must be completed prior to the assessment, 
decision and referral to the Trustees.  The process can take between 1-6months and may also 
include a visit by a representative of the charity. 
· Caudwell Charity, Minton Hollins, Shelton Old Road, Stoke on Trent, ST4 7RY, tel: 0845 

3001348, Email: charity@caudwellchildren.com, website: www.caudwellcharitabletrust.com 
 
Cerebra Grant Scheme - Grants given to help children aged 16 or under who have a physical or 
learning disability due to a brain related condition or injury.  Grants could be for computer 
equipment, holidays, approved therapies, power wheelchairs and sensory toys that are not provided 
by a statutory agency. Decisions on completed applications are made fortnightly.   
Applications: Parents and carers can request an application form by phoning 0800 328 1159 or by 
email to debbieg@cerebra.org.uk. or downloaded from www.cerebra.org.uk.  All applications need 
to be supported by 2 professional references, one of which should be from a health professional. 



 
Challenger Children’s Fund – Provides one off grants of up to £500 towards a specific need such 
as clothing, bedding, washing machines, fridges, beds etc for children under the age of 18 with a 
physical disability. 
Application: Phone Barstow & Millar for an application form (see contact details under Douglas 
Hay Trust entry). A third party such as a social worker, medical practitioner or welfare agency must 
complete the application. Completed applications for the Challenger Children’s Fund are considered 
monthly. 
 
Children Today Charitable Trust  - Provide grants up to £1,000 for vital, life-changing and 
specialised equipment for children and young people up to the age of 25yrs who are sick or 
disabled. Types of help they can give include the purchase of specialist equipment such as Electric 
wheelchairs, Walking aids, trikes, educational toys, communication aids, adapted car seats, lifting 
and posturepaedic sleep equipment.  For computer communication equipment, contact the Aidis 
Trust direct (also listed on this factsheet).    

Application: In writing by individual, their parent or legal guardian at the address below. The form 
will also request a professional reference from a third party and a quote from the supplier of the 
equipment that you wish to get a grant for.  

· Children Today Charitable Trust, The Moorings, Rowton Bridge, Christleton, Chester, CH3 
7AE 01244 335622   
E-mail: info@children-today.org.uk  
Web: www.children-today.org.uk 

 
The Cobweb Foundation - Provide grants towards holidays, equipment and toys to sick or 
disabled children under the age of 18yrs and living in Scotland and on a low income.  They also 
provide crisis breaks for families in fully accessible cottage accommodation in the north east of 
Scotland.  These breaks are allocated according to need, availability and at the foundation’s 
discretion.  For adults with disabilities, cottages are also available for hire at subsidised prices.   
Application: to be made by families, or a referring agency such as Social Work, hospital, GP or 
registered organisation. Applications are considered on a quarterly basis in March, June, Sept and 
Dec.  
· The Cobweb Foundation, Head Office, Parkhead, Votriphnie, Keith, Banffshire  

AB55 5PQ 
Tel: 01542 810750 
Email: enquiries@cobwebfoundation.org  
Website: www.cobwebfoundation.org 

 
D 
 
Miss Doreen Stanford Charitable Trust – provide one off and recurrent grants ranging from 
£500-£1500 to people with a disability or children, whose families are in need of equipment 
related to sickness or disability but not for items such as washing machines, clothes or repairs.  

Application: By a voluntary organisation and should contain details of individual’s income and 
expenditure. Decisions made annually in March and applications must be submitted by end of 
January to 

· Mrs G M B Borner, Secretary, 26 The Mead, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 5PE  
Tel: 0208 650 3368 

 
 



 
Douglas Hay Trust  - Provides one-off grants of £40 to £500 towards shoes, clothes, bedding, 
holidays, a computer, equipment and necessary home improvements.   
Applications: forms available from the address below and can be downloaded from the web. To be 
submitted through a local authority or a hospital social worker. Completed applications for the 
Douglas Hay Trust are considered monthly. 
· John D Ritchie, Barstow & Millar, Midlothian Innovation Centre, Pentlandfield, Roslin, 

Midlothian EH25 9RE 
Tel: 0131 440 9030 
Email: enquiries@barstowmillar.com Website: www.douglashay.org.uk  

 
Dreams Come True Charity – helps fulfil the dreams of terminally and seriously ill children and 
young people aged between 2-21 yrs.  
Applications: If you would like to apply for a dream or if you know of a child who deserves a 
dream, please write to the address below giving a short description of the child concerned including 
age and medical condition. Please remember to include your own postal address details so an 
application form can be sent with more detailed information.   
· Dreams Come True Charity, Knockhundred House, Knockhundred Row, Midhurst,West 

Sussex, GU29 9DQ 
Freephone : 0800 018 6013 
Email: info@dctc.org.uk 
Website: www.dctc.org.uk 

 
E 
The Elifar Foundation – Grants will be considered to fund/or part fund any piece of specialised 
equipment or course of therapy, no matter how small for a severely disabled young adult or child 
resident in the U.K.  
Application: Application downloadable from the website. All applications must be supported by 
evidence from a health care professional that the grant will make a significant improvement to the 
applicant’s quality of life, and that funds to purchase the equipment/therapy are unavailable 
elsewhere.   
Financial information will also be required from the applicant.  The applicant should source the 
equipment/therapy and include with their application any information on the product, cost including 
VAT and any other relevant information to support the application request.     

· The Elifar Foundation, The Treasurer, 22 Florentine Way, Waterlooville, Hants PO7 8JU 
Tel: 02392 267996 
Email: info@elifarfoundation.org.uk 
Website : www.elifarfoundation.org.uk 

 
Elizabeth Finn Care – give grants to people whose former careers have been interrupted through 
physical and mental ill health, caring responsibilities family breakdown or those struggling on low 
income in retirement. Will help with grants for those whose previous jobs required education 
equating to SVQ Level 4 and above and don’t have capital exceeding £12,000.  For those working 
pre-SVQ, the fund will support people who have worked in a professional social, health, 
educational and public sector background. Grants can include a regular financial allowance, to fund 
unexpected household repairs, replacing domestic appliances, and other regular allowances.  Will 
also make one off grants for single gifts such as wheelchairs, central heating installation etc. but 
will consider each application according to need.      
Application: by individuals, other family member or by a professional agency such as advice 
workers, social workers, health professionals, teachers, CAB agencies.  Applicant can complete the 



enquiry form online under the section ‘About EFC’.  If you are unsure about eligibility, then call the 
number below for further details. Application process can take 6-8 weeks.   
· The Director of Casework, Elizabeth Finn Care, 1 Derry Street, London, W8 5UY 

Tel: 0207 3966700, Website: www.elizabethfinncare.org.uk 
 
 
F 
 
The Family Fund  - Provide help for families who are caring at home for a child under 16 who is 
severely disabled. Eligibility criteria apply.  If it is a first time application, a local visitor will meet 
with the family to discuss the request.  The help given must be related to the child’s care needs and 
may include help with a holiday, leisure activities, laundry equipment, bedding and clothing, 
transport, play equipment and other items.  
Applications: By the parent, carer or a professional worker (with parental consent) to the address 
below or download the application from the web: 

· The Family Fund, Unit 4, Alpha Court, Monks Cross Drive, Huntington, York, YO32 9WW 
Tel: (0845) 130 4542 
Email:  info@familyfund.org.uk  
Website: www.familyfund.org.uk   

 
The Family Holiday Association - Provides grants from £250 upwards for families who must have 
at least one child between the age of 3-18yrs and not had a holiday within the past four years, but 
will consider other applications if there are exceptional circumstances.    
Applications: Applications should be submitted in November of each year. Social workers, welfare 
agencies, voluntary organisations should apply by letter requesting an application form or can 
download it from the website. A self-addressed envelope should be enclosed when returning 
completed applications.  
NB - Funding for 2007 has now been allocated and application forms for 2008 will be available 
from November 2007. 
· John MacDonald, 16 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JL 

Tel: 020 7436 3304 
Email: info@fhaonline.org.uk 
Website: www.fhaonline.org.uk  

Family Welfare Association – Provides grants for families on low incomes, particularly those 
living on benefits.  All welfare grants must be made by a professional agency and will help with 
people who have a mental health problem, domestic violence, refugees and asylum seekers, older 
people, young people aged 16-25yrs and to families affected by sickness or disability.  Those who 
are in need of financial assistance due to a physical or mental impairment will require evidence 
from a professional agency.  Small grants can help with specialist medical treatment, and services, 
facilities and equipment not supplied by statutory agencies.   
Application: See details under ‘Barclaycard Horizon’s Children’s Fund’ Trust entry 
 
The Fox Memorial Trust – Provide one-off grants for people who are disabled and in need in the 
U.K. Will fund disability/mobility equipment and will occasionally contribute to the cost of 
holidays for people who are disabled as a means of respite.   
Applications: to be made in writing either directly by the individual or through a social worker, 
Citizens Advice or other welfare agency, or a third party.  
· Fiona Le Masurier, Crambe House, Crambe, York YO60 7JR  Tel: 01653 619368 
 



G 
 
The RL Glasspool Charity Trust  - Provides grants to people in need that are on a low income, 
one-off grants including those for white goods, clothing, holidays, furniture and disabled 
equipment.  
Applications:  should be made in writing by a third party and should include: full name, age and 
address of applicant; names of children; full details of income; full details of proposed holiday 
including dates, type, location and cost. Send applications to: 
· R L Glasspool Charity Trust, Saxon House, 2nd Floor, 182 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, London 

E17 4QH 
Tel: 020 8520 4354 

 
The Grut Charitable Trust  – provides grants generally up to £100 but not for holidays. Children 
in need are given particular consideration for grants.   
Applications: In writing, supported by a local authority or social welfare organisation.  Details of 
income and expenditure are required. Will process applications on a quarterly basis. If applicants 
haven’t heard within 8 weeks, their application has been unsuccessful.  
· The Grut Charitable Trust, Poole and Co LLP, 17 Market Street, Crewkerne, Somerset,TA18 

7JU 
Tel: 01460 74401 
Email : enquiries@pooleandco.com  
 
 

H 
 
Happy Day Children’s Charity :  provide one-off grants ranging from £25-£1,000 for family 
holidays in the U.K. for children and young people aged between 3-17yrs who have special needs 
and are disadvantaged.  Will also fund where necessary carers to support the needs of a child whilst 
on holiday. Occasionally, children who are terminally ill are funded for an overseas holiday. They 
also provide grants for ‘fun days out’ for registered support groups for children with special needs, 
for example, those organised by schools or voluntary organisations 
Application: For both types of grants, parents, family members or a professional agency such as a 
social worker, Citizens Advice or other welfare workers can apply. All funding is paid direct to 
venue, resort or transport provider or to the referring agency rather than to the individual. 
Application forms are available from the Families and Groups Bookings Welfare Officer or are 
downloadable from the website. Phone Hayley or Mandy for more details on the grants for groups, 
or family holiday respectively.   
· Happy Days Children’s Charity, Clody House, 90-100 Collington Street, Luton,LU1 1RX 

Email: happydayscharity@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.happydayscharity.org    
Mandy Bilbrough (Family Holidays)  
Hayley Watson (Special Needs Groups) 

 
The Heinz, Anna and Carol Kroch Foundation – Provides one off grants to people who are 
disabled or care for someone with a disability, who are elderly or have fled domestic violence and 
in financial hardship.  Grants can help with a range of different things including travelling expenses 
to hospitals, household bills, furniture, other hospital expenses, clothing, food, medical and 
disability equipment.  
Applications: In writing by the applicant, who could be parent of a disabled child/young person, 
disabled person themselves or their carer.  The need and financial information of the applicant 
needs to be supported by a health, social work, welfare or family support agency. If the applicant 



requires medical or disability equipment, the Foundation may ask for a supporting statement from a 
GP or Occupational Therapist.  Applications are by letter only and are considered throughout the 
year 
· The Heinz, Anna and Carol Kroch Foundation, Mrs H Astle, P.O. Box 5, Bentham, Lancaster 

LA2 7XA 
Tel: 01524 263 001 
Fax: 01524 262721 
Email: hakf50@hotmail.com 

 
Hospital Saturday Fund Charitable Trust – Provide one-off grants ranging from £25 - £250 
towards medical care, equipment and appliances, dietary needs, disability aids and furniture, help 
in the home and hospital travel but must be related to the care of an ill or a disabled person, or 
someone receiving medical care.    
Application: by professional or individual. If the latter, a supporting letter from a welfare agency, 
social worker or other third party is required. Applications are considered every 2months.   
· K R Bradley, Administrator, 24 Upper Ground, London, SE1 9PD Tel: 0207 928 6662, email : 

trust@hsf.eu.com 

I  
 
The Independent Living Fund – Provides funds for people aged 16-65yrs receiving over £200 
worth of services p/w and receiving the highest care component of DLA. Eligible applicants may be 
entitled for up to £455 to continue living at home.  
Applications: forms are available from the Local Authority Social Work department or the address 
below. Applicants are visited at home by one of the fund’s social workers together with the local 
authority social worker to agree a joint care package. 
· The Independent Living Fund, PO Box 7525, Nottingham NG2 4ZT 

Tel: 0845 601 8815 
Email: funds@ilf.org.uk 
Website: www.ilf.org.uk 

  

J 
 
John Watson’s Trust  - Provides one off grants which range from £50-£4000 for children or young 
people under the age of 21 who have a physical or learning disability and live in Scotland. Although 
there is a preference for people who live or are connected with the Lothian region. Grants can be 
used to help with special tuition, educational trips, computers for people with special educational 
needs, books, tools or expenses for further training and equipment.   
The Trust also gives grants towards the cost of a boarding education for children normally resident 
in Scotland who are experiencing serious family difficulties and who would benefit from education 
away from home. This is only available in exceptional circumstances. Boarding school grants range 
from £300 to £1,000 a year.  
Applications:  Application forms can be submitted directly by the individual, or through a social 
worker, Citizens Advice, third party on behalf of an individual. Grant applications for funding must 
include full details, cost, dates and locations of any trips/college courses/short courses being applied 
for.  Applications will be assessed six times a year.  
Forms are available for download on the web or you can contact the Trust Administrator for 
advice and help with the application form.  She can be contacted by email or phone.  
 



· Iola Wilson, Administrator, John Watson’s Trust, The Merchant Hall, 22 Hanover Street, 
Edinburgh, EH2 2EP  
Tel: 0131 220 1640,  
Email: johnwatsons@onetel.com 
Website: www.johnwatsons.com 

 

K 
 
KidsOut – Funds for Fun grants for holidays, play equipment, and fun days out for children (aged 
0-18yrs), disadvantaged by ability or circumstance.  Parents/guardians must fund a proportion of 
the cost.   
Application:  Individuals are asked to call the number below to request an application form and to 
discuss in more detail their requirements.  This form is simple but can take 3-6months to process the 
application. Applications can be made once every two years. 
· Kidsout, Head Office, 14 Church Square, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 1AE.  

Tel: 01525 385232  
email: funds4fun@kidsout.org.uk 

 

L 
 
The League of the Helping Hand -  Provide one-off grants of between £50-£250 for people who 
are in financial need due to illness or disability.  Grants are given to purchase essential household 
items such as white goods, specialist furniture, shoes, clothing, bedding, cots etc.  
Application: available from the correspondent below or online and must be submitted by a third 
party such as a social worker.  An SAE must be included and priority is given to the most urgent 
cases.  Trustees meet regularly on a 3 weekly basis to consider applications.  
· Moira Parrott, P.O. Box 2548, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9WS.  

Tel : 01273 493551 
email: secretary@lhh.org.uk 
website: www.lhh.org.uk 
 

Lifeline 4 Kids – will purchase specific medical equipment items for the person with a disability 
under the age of 19.     
Applications:  applications can be made directly by individuals or via social workers/medical staff 
and are considered monthly although urgent cases will take priority. 
· The Trustees, 215 West End Lane, London NW6 1XJ 

Tel: 020 7794 1661 
Email: appeals@lifeline4kids.org 
Website: www.lifeline4kids.org 

 

M 
 
Make a Wish Foundation U.K. – grants wishes of children and young people aged 3-17yrs with 
life threatening illnesses and who have not been granted a wish from a similar organisation.  
Applications: can be made by any family member or friends, a supporting professional or the child 
themselves.  The family will be sent a medical information release form and then the child’s named 
consultant will be contacted to establish eligibility for a wish to be granted. Once completed, a 
trained volunteer will visit the child and begin to put their wish into action. 
· Make a Wish Foundation, 329-331 London Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3HQ 

Tel: 01276 405060  Email: info@make-a-wish.org.uk  Website:www.make-a-wish.org.uk 



 
The Margaret Champney Rest and Holiday Fund –  Provides one-off grants of between £75-
£250 to give carers, particularly those caring for a severely disabled relative, a break away from the 
person they are caring for. Grants are not available for ‘normal’ family holidays.  
Applications: In writing through a social worker or Citizens Advice worker. Applications should 
include full details of weekly income and expenditure, details of other agencies being approached 
for funding and details of the holiday break and who will care for the person while the break is 
being taken. 
· Mrs G Galvan, General Manager, The Gate House, 9 Burkitt Road, Woodbridge, Suffolk  IP12 

4JJ 
Tel: 01394 388746 
Email: ogilviecharities@btconnect.com 
Website: www.ogilivietrust.org.uk 

 
The MFPA Trust Fund   - Provides one–off and recurrent grants towards participation in painting, 
music, or drama for children with a disability or mental disabilities living in the UK between the 
ages of 5 and 18.  
Applications: In writing to the address below. Applications can be made directly by the individual 
or through a third party such as their school, college or educational welfare agency. Applications 
should enclose a letter explaining their needs and a letter from a doctor confirming the disability. 
· Florence Bunn, 180 Bispham Road, Blackpool, Lancashire, FY2 0LA.  

Tel: 01253 356906 
 
Motability  - have a number of charitable grants that may be able to offer financial help towards the 
cost of a suitable car, adaptations, driving lessons or wheelchair accessible vehicles. Help towards 
driving lessons can be paid to the intended driver whether it’s the person with a disability 
themselves, or for the parent of a disabled child/or young person. To be eligible for this help, the 
disabled person or their main driver must have, or be: in the process of leasing a Motability vehicle; 
in receipt of government means tested benefits; or aged between 16-24yrs, and in receipt of the 
higher rate mobility component of Disability Living Allowance. If you are a parent of a child who is 
receiving the high rate mobility component of DLA, you will be eligible for a vehicle under the 
Motability scheme.  
Applications: contact the one-stop Customer Helpline.  
· Motability, City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB 

Tel: 0845 456 4566 
Website: www.motabilityonline.co.uk 

 
 Exemption from Road Tax - you can apply for a certificate for Exemption from Road Tax if you 
receive the higher rate of the mobility component of Disability Living Allowance (not for children 
under three).   
Contact:  
Disability and Carers Benefits Directorate, Disability and Carers Service,Warbreck 
House,Warbreck Hill, Blackpool  FY2 0YE 
Tel: 08457 123 456 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



N 
 
The National Deaf Children’s Society – The Freddy Bloom Children’s Equipment Fund  - 
offers grants to families on low income (less than £23,000) who need to buy equipment for their 
deaf child that cannot be provided by statutory agencies. 
Grants are for children aged 4-18yrs who are in full-time education and will benefit from equipment 
to support their educational and social development.    
Applications: Application forms can be downloaded from the website 
www.ndcs.org.uk/family_support/how_ndcs_can_help/grants_and_equipment/  
One grant available per family and requires a letter of support from a professional with the 
application.   
· Yvonne Tysoe, NDCS, 15 Dufferin Street, London, EC1Y 8UR 

Tel: 0808 800 8880 
Email details: ndcs@ndcs.org.uk 
Web: www.ndcs.org.uk 

The National Holiday Fund for Sick Children – provide a one-off 2 week holiday to Florida for 
chronically sick or terminally ill children, and children with moderate to severe physical, sensory or 
learning disabilities between the ages 8-18yrs. They provide a team of medical staff and 1:1 or more 
support depending on the care needs of each child.  Up to 12 children are chosen to go on a holiday 
to Florida normally in April and November (subject to fund availability). Parents must accompany 
their child/young person to Gatwick Airport and arrange to pick them up on their return.   If parents 
require more information, they can contact the Fund on the telephone number below.   
Applications: By parents/child’s guardian or by a third party, such as a social worker who can apply 
on the request of a parent.  The Fund prefers that applicants contact them so that they can discuss 
the eligibility criteria in more detail.  
· The National Holiday Fund for Sick Children, P.O. Box 44, Belvedere, Kent DA17 6WT 

Tel: 01341 280486 
Email: NHFOFFICE@aol.com 
Website: www.nhfcharity.co.uk 

 
The Newman Holiday Trust – runs 1 week long holidays throughout the U.K. for children aged 
5 –16yrs who have special needs.  Children will receive 1:1 support so that they can take part in a 
range of fun activities.  
Applications: by the parent themselves or a professional. Contact Karen via the Contact’s page 
which can be found on the website under the contact us section.  
· Website: www.newmantrust.org 
 
 

P 
 
Pearson’s Holiday Fund – Grants for disadvantaged children and young people aged between 4-
16years who live in the U.K. Maximum grant for an individual is £75 and can be a one-off or an 
annual grant, although a new application will be required each year.  A grant can help towards 
payment of holidays or respite services to give child/young person an opportunity to be away from 
their normal environment.  
Applications: Applications are in the form of a letter and must be submitted by a third party such as 
social workers, health visitors, teachers, ministers of religion or voluntary organisations, to which 
the cheque will also be made payable. If funds are for a holiday activity, a cheque will be made 
payable to agency providing the holiday. Guidance notes are available on the website for referring 
agencies and a stamped addressed envelope MUST be provided.   



· The General Secretary, Pearson’s Holiday Fund, PO Box 3017, South Croydon Surrey, CR2 
9PN 
Tel: 020 8657 3053 
Website: www.pearsonsholidayfund.org 

 
Phab England  - Annual summer programme offering residential holidays/courses at purpose 
built activity centres available to all disabled and non-disabled children and young people between 
the ages of 9 and 18 who live in Great Britain. Will accept individual and Social work referrals. 
Contact the address below for an application. It is recommended that if you are applying for 
summer projects to submit your application form by March, as demand is high for these places.  
· Phab England, Summit House, Wandle Road, Croydon CR0 1DF 

Tel: 020 8667 9443 
Fax: 020 8681 1399 
email: info@phabengland.org.uk 

 
The Princess Royal Trust for Carers – One-off grants of up to £400, for example, driving lessons, 
domestic items or respite for unpaid carers in the U.K. who are registered with their local Princess 
Royal Trust for Carers Centre.    
Applications: applications to be made via your local Princess Royal Trust for Carers Centre. 
· The Clerk,142 Minories, London EC3N 1LB 

Tel: 020 7480 7788 
Website: www.carers.org 

 

 
R 
 
Rays of Sunshine Children’s Charity – Aims to make the wishes come true for terminally and 
seriously ill children between the ages of 3-18yrs. Also provide grants to purchase vitally needed 
medical equipment for children in their homes, or those supporting them, for example, specialist 
schools, hospitals and hospices. 
Application: by parent, child’s guardian, family member, friend or professional agency. The 
application will also need to be supported by a GP/Paediatrician to confirm child’s medical 
condition.  Parents can call the telephone no. listed below or download application form on the 
website, which also lists all the medical conditions which are eligible for help. Parents will be 
advised within 2 weeks if their child meets with their criteria.  
· Rays of Sunshine Children’s Charity, No.1 Olympic Way, Wembley, Middlesex, HA9 ONP 

Tel: 0208 782 1171 
Email: office@raysofsunshine.org.uk 
Website: www.raysofsunshine.org.uk 

REACT (Rapid Effective Assistance for Children with potentially Terminal Illness) – provide 
one-off and occasionally recurrent grants for children up to 18yrs with potentially life threatening or 
terminal illness and are financially disadvantaged. Grants can help with items such as specialist 
toys, wheelchairs, sensory equipment, telephone bills, washing machines and can offer grants for a 
broad and imaginative range of needs. However, cannot help with grants for holidays abroad or 
alterations to housing.   

Application: An application form should be completed by an individual or through a third party 
such as a social worker, GP, hospital or hospice. They are dealt with as soon as possible and must 
be endorsed with a written statement from a medical professional.  Applicants are asked to phone if 
there is any doubt about eligibility.  



· Ms Vicky Andreas, REACT, St Luke’s House, 270 Sandycombe Road, Kew, Richmond, Surrey 
TW9 3NP 
Tel: 0208 940 2575  
Email: react@reactcharity.org 
Website: www.reactcharity.org  

 
The Renfield Centre Children’s Fund  - Provide grants of £50-100 for children aged 18yrs and 
under who have any kind of disability or illness, behavioural or psychological problems, who are 
living in poverty or who have suffered distress, abuse or neglect.  Will fund equipment needs of 
disabled children/young people, clothing, xmas presents, outings for school trips etc. 
Application: In writing by a third party, such as a social worker, to:  
· Mrs Avril Highat, The Renfield Centre Children’s Fund, Renfield Street, St Stephen’s Centre 

260 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4JP 
0141 333 9515 
www.brightmoon.co.uk 
renfieldcc@btconnect.com 

 
The Roald Dahl Foundation - Give grants up to £500 to families caring for a child with a 
neurological condition, or to young people up to 25yrs for toys, specialist equipment, utility bills, 
and travel and subsistence expenses. Applicants for this scheme must be in receipt of state benefits.  
If you would like to speak to someone informally before submitting an application if you are not 
sure about your eligibility, staff are happy to take enquiries.  
Application: In writing by a third party, such as social worker or health professional to:  
· Small Grants Manager, The Roald Dahl Foundation, 81a High Street, Great Missenden,  

Buckinghamshire  
HP16 0AL 
tel 01494 890465  
fax 01494 890459  
email admin@roalddahlfoundation.org  
Website: http://www.roalddahlfoundation.org 

 

 
S 
 
Salvation Army  - can provide goods from their shops such as furniture and clothing for People in 
Need and can also help fund caravan holidays. 
Application: Apply in writing to the correspondent below depending on your geographical region. 
Applications must be supported by a report from Social Work or a welfare agency.  Information 
about the applicant’s social and financial background must be included.  
· Francis Aitken, Director of Business and Administration, The Salvation Army, 4 Buchanan 

Court, Cumbernauld Road, Stepps, Glasgow G33 6HZ 
Tel: 0141 779 5000 (West Scotland)  
Email: westscotland@salvationarmy.org.uk 

 
· Paul Sales, The Salvation Army, North Scotland Division, Deer Road, Woodside, Aberdeen 

AB24 2BL 
Tel: 01224 496000 (North Scotland)  
Email: northscotland@salvationarmy.org.uk 

 



· Matthew Carpenter, The Salvation Army, East Scotland Division, 12a Dryden Road, Loanhead 
Edinburgh, EH20 9LZ Tel: 0131 440 9100 (East Scotland) Email: 
eastscotland@salvationarmy.org.uk 

 
The Sick Children’s Trust – provide support in the form of ‘Home for Home’ accommodation 
for families whose children are seriously ill and receiving treatment at Great Ormond Street 
Hospital, The Royal London Hospital, St James University Hospital, Leeds, Royal Victoria 
Infirmary, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Addenbrooke Hospital, Cambridge and Sheffield’s Children’s 
Hospital. Contact the address below for further information:  
· The Sick Children’s Trust, 80 Ashfield Street, London, E1 2BJ 

Tel: 0207 791 2266 
Email: info@sickchildrenstrust.org 
Website: www.sickchildrenstrust.org   

 
The Snowdon Award Scheme – Bursaries and grants are given towards costs such as equipment, 
travelling, interpreters and books, for physically disabled students between the age of 17 and 25 
years, who are in or about to enter further or higher education or training in the UK.  
Students above 25 can also apply for grants, subject to available funds.  
Applications: All applications must be made by the individual on a form available from the website 
or from the administrators in printed, CD, tape or braille format. Completed applications should be 
addressed to Nicky Allison together with: medical confirmation of disability, an academic 
reference, confirmation of a place at college or university, and a personal reference. 
· Nicky Allison, Administrator, 22 City Business Centre, 6 Brighton Road, Horsham, West 

Sussex RH13 5BB 
Tel: 01403 211252 
Email: info@snowdonawardscheme.org.uk 
Website: www.snowdonawardscheme.org.uk 

 
Starlight Children’s Foundation - Grants wishes to children between 4-18yrs who have a serious 
or terminal illness e.g. Leukaemia, HIV/Aids, Brain tumours, Cystic Fibrosis, Muscular dystrophy, 
most forms of cerebral palsy, sickle cell anaemia, epilepsy and severe asthma.  
Application: by any family member, friends, supporting professional or child themselves. 
Download a wish referral form from the website or call the telephone number below to get a form 
sent out. Send the completed form to the postal or email address below: 
· Children Services Department, Starlight Children’s Foundation, Room PRW1, P.O. Box 4267, 

Goring, Reading, RG8 OAP 
Tel: 0207 262 2881 
Email: wish@starlight.org.uk 
Website: www.starlight.org.uk 

 
The Straitened Circumstances Fund – provide funds to people who find themselves in financial 
hardship. Will provide grants, which rarely exceed £150-200, for essential items such as beds, 
bedding, cookers, to referring agencies such as social workers or similar staff.  
Application: In writing to the address below, but initial contact can be made by the referring agency 
by phone to eliminate cases, which may fall outside the eligibility criteria. Referring agency should 
be able to confirm the need, weekly income and outgoings, any help given by other grant giving 
bodies and the approximate cost of the equipment required (second hand items if appropriate). 
· The Straightened Circumstances Fund, G. Galvin, The Gate House, 9 Burkitt Road, 

Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 4JJ  Tel: 01394 388746 
Email: ogilviecharities@btconnect.com       
www.theogilvietrust.org.uk 



T 
 
3H FUND - a UK holiday grant programme to assist families, who care for a mentally or physically 
disabled family member and are on a low income with a holiday.  When funds are available and 
providing that simple criteria are met, financial assistance towards the cost of a modest holiday may 
be granted by the Trustees of 3H Fund. They also offer subsidised group holidays for disabled 
people over 11yrs. The cost is inclusive of accommodation/transport and includes volunteer and 
nursing staff support.   
Applications:  Phone for an application form. Supporting statement from a professional agency will 
normally apply. Applications are assessed every 2 months depending on the availability of funds.  
· 3H Fund, 147a Camden Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2RA 

Tel: 01892 547474 
Email: info@3hfund.org.uk 
Website: www.3hfund.org.uk 

 
V  
 
Variety Club Children’s Charity  – provide grants for sick, disabled and disadvantaged children 
and young people up to and including the physical age of 18yrs that are resident in the U.K. They 
will fund specific items that will be of clear direct benefit to a child including specialist mobility 
aids, furniture, bedding, housing adaptations, conversion to vehicle or items which will benefit a 
child educationally.   For example, they will fund the cost to purchase a desktop computer (but 
cannot install or provide technical support) for children with special educational needs. The 
applicant must agree to take responsibility to arrange for the maintenance and insurance of any 
equipment funded by the Variety Club.  
Note: This Charity changes their eligibility criteria frequently so that they can offer a variety of 
different supports to children and young people.  

Application: by the individual, medical professionals, schools, organisations and registered 
charities. Applications require details of a family’s financial situation and where equipment is 
provided will require a statement from a health, or educational professional depending on the 
equipment requested.  Application available at the address below, but are also downloadable from 
the website. The trustees meet regularly to discuss applications, and in some cases will contact 
applicants to discuss their application.  Grants are dependent on the availability of funds to the 
charity at a particular time.  

· General Appeals Coordinator, Variety Club House, 93 Bayham Street, London NW1 OAG 
Tel: 0207 428 8100 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



W 
  
When You Wish Upon A Star – Fulfils the wishes of children with life threatening and terminal 
illnesses aged between 2-16yrs.  The fund can also help families stay in a holiday home or caravan 
in the U.K, Spain or Florida if that is the wish of the child’s.   
Application: By post or email, whereby the applicant will then be contacted by the organisation for 
further details.   
· Scotland Appeals Office, When You Wish Upon A Star, Futurist House, Valley Road, Basford, 

Nottingham, NG5 1JE 
Tel: 0115 979 1720 Email: scotlandappeals@whenyouwishuponastar.org.uk 
Website: www.whenyouwishuponastar.org.uk 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



The Parent Connections Project 
Funded by the Big Lottery until March 2009, this is a unique information and advice 
service to support and empower lone parent families affected by disability and is 
directed by a Steering Group of parents who have children with additional support 
needs and professionals who work with disabled children and their families. 
Services offered include: 
· Freephone telephone helpline for information and/or advice on a particular issue; 
· An email and telephone parent support network; 
· Quarterly newsletter; 
· Website www.opfs.org.uk to access information on disability and lone parent 

issues and be signposted to local service providers and parent/carer support 
groups; 

· A national Directory of Family Support organisations, which includes disability 
service providers. 

 
Aims of Parent Connections 

· Increase feelings of confidence and control among project users; 
· Reduce social isolation; 
· Maximise take-up of disability/carer benefits and other forms of financial 

assistance; 
· Signpost to relevant local disability and parent support organisations; 
· Work in partnership with disability service providers and agencies working 

with lone parents to deliver training, campaign to improve service provision for 
disabled children and their families. 

 

 

 

Parent Connections Project   
13 Gayfield Square 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3NX 
Tel: 0800 018 5026  
Email: info@opfs.org.uk 
www.parentconnections.org.uk 
 

 

 



About One Parent Families Scotland  
 
One Parent Families Scotland has over 60 years experience of working with lone 
parent families throughout Scotland to provide services and campaign for better 
policies. 

We provide the following services: 

· Freephone helpline: Monday to Friday 9.30am-4.30pm. Confidential information 
on any lone parent issue (e.g. Money, benefits calculations, legal issues, children 
and childcare, maintenance, education and employment) 

· Website: access to all our information and details of our services and others 
which may be of relevance to lone parents 

· Publications: we produce a wide range of leaflets and briefings, which are free to 
lone parents, and a regular e-bulletin on changes in relevant policies and services 

· Directory of Family Support Organisations: contains details of over 1200 
organisations throughout Scotland that are of relevance to lone parents. 
Available in hard copy and through the website to download free of charge. 

· Childcare @ home services: registered childcare available in your own home, 7 
days a week, from 7am to 10.30pm. We provide services in Aberdeenshire, 
Angus, Dundee, Fife, North Lanarkshire, South Glasgow and Renfrewshire. 
Similar services operate in North Glasgow, Edinburgh, South Ayrshire, Dumfries 
and Galloway and in the Highlands. 

 
One Parent Families Scotland 
13 Gayfield Square 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3NX 
Tel: 0808 801 0323 
Email: info@opfs.org.uk 
www.opfs.org.uk 
 

 

One Parent Families Scotland, a charity limited by guarantee. 
Registered at Edinburgh under no.094860  
Scottish Charity Number: SC006403 
 

 


